Retirement of PopData Registry collection and transition to MoH Client Roster
Data Innovation Program users will soon see a change in the data provided to them in the PopData SRE. Until now, registration and demographic data were provided in the Registry and Demographics collections, provided to the Data Innovation Program users under Ministry_of_Health/Consolidation_Files/Registry/. Going forward, users will be provided with MoH Client Roster tables under Ministry_of_Health/Client_Roster/ which will provide equivalent information with a few important differences.
Why is this change happening?
PopData’s Registry collection has been maintained by PopData staff for the entirety of PopData’s existence. Over the years the source of the data has varied but PopData has worked to maintain a consistent representation of registration status and demographic information with the maximum amount of historical context available. In recent years, the Ministry of Health has produced the Client Roster tables which provide similar information to PopData’s Registry and Demographics but with additional fields not previously available to PopData. The Client Roster has become the source for PopData’s Registry updates. As part of an effort to harmonize Ministry of Health data offerings between the different data access routes available to health data users, we are now offering the Client Roster as the preferred representation of this data. 
Client Roster Tables
1. CR_SN_CLNT: Demographic information, equivalent to demographics table in PopData Registry
2. CR_SN_CLNT_GEOG: Geographic information for registered individuals. We will continue to provide PopData’s Census_Geocode, which derives geocodes using the PCCF+ software. 
3. CR_SN_CLNTRSTFYR: Fiscal year client roster snapshot. Equivalent to PopData registry fiscal.
4. CR_SN_CLNTRSTYR: Calendar year client roster snapshot. Equivalent to PopData registry calendar.
What are some differences between Registry and Client Roster?
In most cases, analysts should be able to use the Client Roster to accomplish the same tasks for which Registry was previously used. Some differences should be noted:
· Temporal Range: The PopData Registry’s data starts in 1986. The MoH Client Roster begins in 1990.
· Postal Code Completeness: Early years of the Client Roster (1990-1991) have a higher rate of missing postal codes. The PopData Registry sourced postal codes for those years from historical sources in order to provide more complete data.
· Other Data Differences: We expect minor differences between Registry and Client Roster versions of some records, especially early in the temporal range, due to changes in the source tables since the Registry was first constructed. If you encounter substantial differences that affect your analysis, please alert PopData.  
· Study ID Fields: The PopData Registry provides linked study IDs under the “PHN” field. The Client Roster demographics table CR_SN_CLNT provides two PHN fields which PopData converts to linked study IDs and it’s important for users to know the difference. “KEY” corresponds to the PHN value that links to the Client Roster registration table (CR_SN_CLNTRSTFYR, CR_SN_CLNTRSTYR). “MRG_CLNT_IDNT_KEY” corresponds to the consolidated PHN as determined by the Ministry of Health. For most individuals, the values in these fields will be the same. In cases where users have accessed services via multiple PHNs these values may be different. If an analysis requires identifying all linked records corresponding to an individual, even if they have been registered to multiple PHNs, an analyst may want to search for both the study IDs under the “KEY” and “MRG_CLNT_IDNT_KEY” in relevant data sets. 
· Additional Fields: The MoH Client Roster contains a variety of fields not available in the PopData Registry and may add important context for analysts. Please see metadata for more details.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Client Geography Table: To link between Client Roster registration tables and the Client Roster geography table, use “CLIENT_GEOG_KEY” in CR_SN_CLNTRSTFYR/CR_SN_CLNTRSTYR and “KEY” in CR_SN_CLNT_GEOG. This key field is encrypted by PopData.


